Editorial 2014
2013 was another successful year for Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society A with the information published in the 24 Theme Issues spanning the whole spectrum of the physical sciences.
One-third of the issues published in 2013 resulted from the Royal Society's Discussion and Theo Murphy Meetings, and these Theme Issues continue to be major contributors to the strength and significance of the journal. Particular highlights include:
-'Mathematics applied to the climate system' [1] which objectively reviews the pressing challenges of producing reliable climate predictions and addresses how to obtain a proper assessment of their uncertainties. -'New windows on transients across the universe' [2] clearly demonstrates the power of time-domain astronomy; this allows astronomers to monitor the sky at high cadence, both across the electromagnetic spectrum and using neutrinos and gravitational waves. -'Can solar power deliver?' [3] highlights the daunting challenges to be addressed before solar power can be used as a major and global energy source.
The majority of the Theme Issues arise from proposals submitted by researchers who wish to benefit from this journal's flexible and interdisciplinary nature to highlight new research and perspectives within their field, or to expand on the outcomes of a conference organized independently of the Royal Society. Examples published during 2013 include:
-'Water security, risk and society' [4] -'Molecular nanostructure and nanotechnology' [6] exemplifies and documents the significant progress made in our understanding of the formation and nature of molecular assemblies and the consequent construction of functional nanostructures. As one of the Guest Editors of this Theme Issue was the President of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Professor Chunli Bai, the introductory chapter was also presented in Mandarin.
We welcome proposals on topics within the physical sciences that are of current, or prospective, significance and relevance. Therefore, if you have an idea for a subject that would benefit from the unique publishing style of Phil. . This important declaration challenges the role played by impact factors, as the main means of evaluating the quality and significance of a scientific publication, and promotes the assessment of research on its own merits rather than on the basis of the journal in which it is published. Therefore, in the future, the Royal Society will present the impact factors of its publications within the context of a variety of journal-based metrics. -As signalled in my Editorial last year, Royal Society journals have adopted a 'continuous publication model'. Thus, rather than using page numbers to cite an article, a unique identifier is used, as manifest in the references cited in this article. Journals such as PLoS ONE already use this citation format and we hope that our readers will accept and use this new notation without difficulty. -From 2014, both Phil. Trans. R. Soc. A and Phil. Trans. R. Soc. B will increase the number of issues published from 24 to 26 per annum, allowing both journals to publish a few more of the scientifically significant proposals that we receive.
The year 2015 marks the 350th anniversary of the first publication of Philosophical Transactions (1665) and The Royal Society, together with Phil. Trans. R. Soc. A and Phil. Trans. Soc. B, are working on an exciting programme of events and publications to mark this important occasion. In addition to celebrating the major scientific developments previously reported in Phil. Trans., these activities will also look forward to the challenges facing science, scientists and society.
Therefore, in 2014, the staff in the Editorial Office will have the additional responsibilities of planning the 2015 celebratory activities and publishing the extra two issues of the journal. In addition, they will produce some new guidelines for authors and attend a range of international conferences to increase the awareness among scientists worldwide of the journal's existence, its unique nature and relevance.
In respect of my activities as Editor, I wish to acknowledge the encouragement, advice and expertise received from a large number of individuals. I wish to thank each Guest Editor (or Editors) for their leadership, diligence and judgement which has resulted in a set of high-quality Theme Issues, each of which provides a novel and timely resource for experts in the field and interested readers from other communities.
The Editorial Board possesses scholarship and experience that covers the whole range of the physical sciences and its membership clearly manifests the international reach of Phil. Trans. R. 
